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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 


OF  THE 

Bedlingtonshire  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of 
your  District  for  the  year  1919. 

Although  the  cessation  of  sanitary  progress  during  the  past  five  years, 
whereby  overcrowding  has  reached  a  high  degree,  together  with  the  return  of 
shattered  men  whose  vitality  has  been  lowered  by  service,  are  not  conditions 
conducive  to  a  high  standard  of  health  ;  yet  the  report  for  the  year  can  be 
considered  satisfactory.  This  is  more  particularly  so,  when  we  have  again 
been  called  upon  to  deal  with  visitations  of  Infectious  Diseases,  more  especially 
Influenza,  under  conditions  which  were  favourable  to  the  spread  of  infection. 
Even  though  Influenza,  and  to  a  lesser  degree  Diphtheria,  were  more 
prevalent  than  in  previous  years,  yet  it  is  pleasing  to  know  that  Enteric  Fever 
has  been  almost  unknown,  a  circumstance  which  has  not  existed  for  approx¬ 
imately  half  a  century.  Again,  in  the  midst  of  unhealthy  environment,  we 
can  claim  a  reduction  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  and  a  slight  fall  in  the 
incidence  and  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis. 

We  must  put  the  machinery  of  prevention  into  operation,  and  thus 
gradually  attain  a  standard  of  health  and  physique  which  will  be  more 
creditable  to  the  nation  than  that  which  the  war  has  disclosed. 

ESTIMATED  POPULATION. 

Census,  1911 — 25,253.  Recent  estimate  as  the  result  of  Housing  Survey 
held  year  1919 — 27,800. 


DEATH  RATE. 

During  the  year  344  deaths — 195  of  males  and  149  of  females  have  been 
registered  in  the  district.  There  were  7  outward  transfers  and  27  inward 
transfers.  One  unknown  male  body  washed  ashore  at  North  Blyth,  which 
must  be  added  to  the  outward  transfers,  making  the  total  number  allocated  to 
the  district  363. 

Calculating  the  population  as  25,845,  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General, 
gives  an  Annual  Death  Rate  of  14*4  per  1000. 

As  in  the  previous  years,  a  considerable  number  of  deaths  were  due  to 
Influenza,  and  complications  of  this  disease. 
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Summary  of  Deaths  Registered  during  the  Year  1919. 


Netherton.  Bedlington. 

Sleekburn.  Cambois.  W.  Sleekburn. 

Choppington.  Totals. 
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The  Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Children  under  one  year  were  :  — 

Males,  1  ;  Females,  2  ;  Total,  3. 


BIRTH  RATE. 

During  the  year  664  Births,  350  of  boys  and  314  of  girls  were  registered. 
This  includes  28  Illegitimate  Births;  15  of  boys  and  13  of  girls.  Calculated 
on  this  figure,  26'923  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  gives  an  Annual 
Death  Rate  of  24*5  per  1000. 

Summary  of  Births  Registered  during  the  Year  1919. 


Netherton.  Bedlington.  Sleekburn.  Cambois.  W.Sleekburn.  Choppington.  Totals. 
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Illegitimate  Births  (included  in  the  above  Table)  —  Boys,  15  ;  Girls,  13  ; 
Total,  28. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  were  69  deaths  under  1  year  registered  in  the  District  and  1 
inward  transfer,  which  makes  a  total  of  70  deaths.  This  is  equivalent  to  an 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  104  per  1000,  compared  with  115  per  1000  in 
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by  the  fact  that  although  there  has  been  during  the  year  a  greatly  increased 
number  of  deaths  under  1  year  from  Prematurity,  which  in  many  instances 
are  unavoidable,  and  cases  in  which  babies  have  lived  only  the  matter  of  hours 
or  days  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  have  not  visited  the  centre,  yet  there  is  a 
marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  later  months  of  life  from 
from  wasting  diseases.  ■ 

Apparently,  once  the  mothers  have  been  able  to  attend  the  Centre  with 
their  babies  and  understood  the  dietetic  principles,  then  the  child  has  shown 
steady  progress.  As  previously  mentioned,  it  is  highly  probable  that  recurrent 
outbreaks  of  Influenza  and  the  effects  of  war,  on  both  sexes,  have  been  the 
cause  of  the  increased  number  of  cases  of  Prematurity.  Furthermore,  we  must 
attribute  the  fall  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  to  the  work  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare. 

Glaxo,  Lactogol  and  Virol  are  supplied  at  the  various  Centres,  and  prices 
charged  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  individual. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  Nurses  to  encourage  and  assist  natural  feeding, 
and  for  this  reason  large  quantities  of  Glaxo  have  been  required  for  nursing 
mothers.  Only  in  cases  where  such  attempts  fail  has  artificial  feeding  been 
resorted  to,  and  in  this  direction  Glaxo  has  been  invaluable.  It  is  only  in 
exceptional  cases  that  this  food  has  been  unsuitable,  and  in  which  fresh  cows’ 
milk  or  other  artificial  foods  have  been  substituted.  The  advantage  of  Glaxo 
is  that  in  this  we  have  a  pure  dried  milk  in  which  the  amount  of  fat  can  be 
varied,  which  is  germ  free,  and  this  is  a  safeguard  against  abdominal 
Tuberculosis.  Until  we  can  rely  upon  the  purity  of  fresh  cow’s  milk  we  must 
continue  to  use  a  pure  dried  milk.  The  ante-natal  work  of  the  Centre  is  still 
very  limited,  and  opportunities  in  this  direction  are  only  afforded  the  Nurses 
in  the  routine  visiting. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  held  a  Baby  Show  in  the 
month  of  July,  and  this  was  a  great  success.  Although  such  competitions 
are  not  recommended  by  the  Ministry,  yet  the  enthusiasm  created  was  in  every 
way  helpful  to  the  work,  and  the  Committee  realise  that  measures  which  not 
only  add  to  the  comforts  of  mothers  attending  the  Centres,  but  stir  up  a  spirit 
of  rivalry,  are  steps  which  assist  in  the  success  of  the  work. 

HEALTH  VISITORS’  REPORT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bedlingtonshire  U.D.C. 

Gentlemen, — In  submitting  our  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1919,  we  give  only  a  brief  outline  of  the  work  done  during  the  year. 

Births  registered,  693  ;  Births  notified  to  the  M.O.H.,  665.  Of  these, 
13  have  left  the  districts. 

There  have  been  69  Deaths  and  12  Still-births;  this  gives  an  Infantile 
Mortality  rate  of  103. 

Number  of  first  visits  paid  637  ;  subsequent  ones,  3961. 

Cases  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  notified,  39  ;  visits  to  these  numbered  60. 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  were  6;  these  received  19 
visits. 

During  the  Epidemic  of  Measles  606  cases  were  notified;  the  majority  of 
these  were  visited. 
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Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  37  ;  Diptheria,  42;  the  visits  paid  were  70. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. — There  are  now  five  Centres  for 
Bedlingtonshire  : — 

Bedlington  Centre,  opened  July,  1918. 

Choppington  Centre,  opened  April,  1919. 

Sleekburn  Centre,  opened  July,  1919. 

Stakeford  Centre,  opened  July,  1919. 

Cambois  Centre,  opened  July,  1919. 

Mothers,  infants  and  children  attending  at  the  various  Centres  numbered 
2911. 


Supplies  of  Glaxo,  Lactogal  and  Virol  were  sold  at  the  Centres.  This 
has  proved  of  three-fold  advantage  : — (1)  All  mothers  attending  were  enabled 
to  get  the  foods  at  cost  price  ;  (2)  Where  there  are  many  children  in  a  family 
the  price  is  further  reduced  ;  (3)  In  purely  necessitous  circumstances  the  food 
is  given  free. 


A.  PEART, 

V.  A.  N.  DAVIES, 


j>  Health  Visitors. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT  BOOK. 

Scavenging. — Scavenging  has  been  carried  out  by  Surveyor’s  Department 
in  ten  out  of  the  twenty  sub-districts. 

Public  Lighting. — Soon  after  the  armistice  public  lighting  was  resumed 
by  the  lighting  of  every  other  lamp.  At  the  commencement  of  season  1919- 
1920  the  whole  of  the  gas,  petrol  and  electric  lighting  sections  were  in  normal 
use.  The  work  of  extending  electric  lighting  at  Cambois  by  the  erection  of 
61  lamps  is  being  proceeded  with.  Five  petrol  lamps  were  fixed  on  old 
waggon  way  from  Netherton  to  Choppington  Station. 

Hospitals. — Repairs  have  been  done  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Bank 
Top,  and  at  the  Cottage  Hospital  (Old  Granary),  West  Sleekburn. 

Roads. — The  following  roads  have  been  re-laid  with  Whinstone 

Main  Roads.- — Morpeth  and  Shields  (1  mile). 

Sleekburn  (J  mile). 

District  Roads. — East  End,  Bedlington  (J  mile). 

The  work  of  improving  dangerous  bends  on  Morpeth  and  Shields  Main 
Road  has  been  commenced  with. 

Footpaths.  —  Repairs  have  been  carried  out  in  tar-macadam  and 
cement  flags  as  labour  and  materials  permitted. 

By  the  Council  purchasing  their  own  steam-roller  in  April,  1919,  the 
repairing  of  roads,  &c.,  is  being  carried  out  more  expeditiously  and  economic¬ 
ally. 

Sewers. — Minor  repairs  have  been  carried  out  and  periodical  examination 
and  cleaning  effected. 

Allotments. — The  Sheepwash  Bank  temporary  allotments  have  been 
taken  on  a  lease.  A  further  acre  of  land  has  been  taken  and  allotted  on 
Choppington  Road  (Clayton  Estate). 
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Water  Supply. — Usual  repairs  to  mains,  pants,  &c.,  have  been  carried 
out.  Additional  public  pants  have  been  fixed  at  West  Sleekburn  (6),  and  at 
Guide  Post  (1).  Fourteen  water  services  have  been  fixed  for  private  owners, 
as  well  us  eight  services  for  water  closets. 

General. — Street  name  plates,  &c.,  have  been  re-painted. 

Hydrants  have  been  periodically  inspected,  and  a  new  one  fixed  at 
Barrington. 

O 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  the  whole  of  the  houses  within  the  district  have  been 
inspected  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  overcrowding.  In  many  cases,  over¬ 
crowding  was  found  to  be  very  acute,  chiefly  through  two  or  more  families 
occupying  one  dwelling.  From  the  results  of  this  housing  survey,  the 
population  was  considered  to  be  27,800,  as  compared  with  26,500  pre-war 
estimation.  Day  by  day  the  overcrowding  seems  to  be  becoming  more 
pronounced. 


Result  of  Inspections. 

The  tenements  with  more  than  two  occupants  per  room  numbered  986. 

The  total  number  of  occupiers  for  these  tenements  were,  on  inspection, 
5,127. 

The  number  of  houses  occupied  by  two  or  more  families  was  314. 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  including  houses  considered  to  be 
insanitary  through  congestion,  were  235. 

The  number  of  persons  inhabiting  these  houses  numbered  1,222. 

Approximately,  359  dwellings  were  found  to  be  seriously  defective,  but 
can  be  made  habitable.  The  most  serious  defects  found  were  want  of  light 
and  ventilation,  together  with  dilapidated  roofs  and  walls. 

During  the  year  four  houses  have  been  closed  and  demolished,  through 
dangerous  structures  and  dilapidations,  situated  in  Coach  Road,  Bedlington. 
Formal  notices  were  served.  Several  would  have  come  under  the  same  category 
had  there  been  provision  for  the  vacated  tenants. 

By  private  enterprise,  three  new  houses  have  been  erected. 

Repairs  to  Dwellings. 
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Nuisances  through  Foul  and  Choked  Drains  (Remedied.) 


Bedlington  ...  ...  65 

Choppington  ...  ...  11 

Guide  Post  ...  ...  13 

Netherton  ...  ...  6 

Barrington  ..  ...  1 

Stakeford  ...  ...  5 

West  Sleekburn  ...  ...  1 

Cambois  ...  ...  2 

Bedlington  Station  ...  4 
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Nuisances  from  Choked  W.C’s.  (Remedied.) 


Bedlington  ...  ...  17 

Choppington  ...  ...  2 

Guide  Post  ...  ...  12 

Stakeford  ...  ...  1 

Bedlington  Station  ...  3 


35 

The  above  class  of  nuisance  in  many  cases  were  found  to  be  caused  through 
misuse  of  apparatus,  or  gross  carelessness  of  the  occupiers. 

No  voluntary  or  compulsory  conversions  from  the  conservancy  system  to 
the  water-carriage  system  have  taken  place  during  the  year.  8  additional 
water  closets  have  been  fixed. 

Nuisances  from  Defective  Drains  (Remedied.) 


Bedlington  ...  ...  6 

Choppington  ...  ...  1 

Guide  Post  ...  ...  2 

Bedlington  Station...  ..  1 
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These  chiefly  consisted  of  defective  chambers,  untrapped 
ruptured  pipes. 


Nuisances  from  Defective  W.C’s 
Bedlington 
Choppington 
Guide  Post 
Bedlington  Station... 


(Remedied.) 
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gullies  and 
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The  whole  of  the  district  has  been  inspected,  including  institutions, 
factories  and  workshops,  and  the  number  of  conveniences  ascertained  for  the 
purpose  of  conversions.  The  figures  ascertained  were  as  follows  : —Privies, 
3,650;  W.C’s.,  1,031  ;  Open  Ashpits,  1,944  ;  Covered  Ashpits,  823. 

The  nuisances  from  defective  W.C’s.  chiefly  consisted  of  damaged  service 
pipes,  damaged  syphons  of  cisterns,  and  dilapidated  basins. 

In  19  instances  burst  water  services  and  mains  were  found  and  reported. 
Every  attention  has  been  paid  to  leaking  bib-taps,  and  the  owners  called 
upon  to  prevent  waste  of  water. 
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Defective  Conveniences  other  than  W.C’s.  Repaired. 

Bedlington 
Choppington 
Guide  Post 
Netherton 
Stakeford 
W est  Sleekbnrn  . 

Cambois 

Bedlington  Station 


Minor  Nuisances  abated,  caused  chiefly  through  filthy  yards  and  passages, 
along  with  animals  and  poultry  being  kept  too  near  dwellings — 75.  The 
persons  living  in  the  most  congested  areas  were  found  to  be  the  chief  offenders. 

The  Scavenging  has  been  carried  out  partly  by  contractors,  and  partly  by 
the  Local  Authority  ;  the  number  of  houses  by  contractors  being  2,895  and 
those  by  the  L.A.  numbering  2,862.  Where  the  L.  A.  has  done  this  work,  the 
disused  brickworks  at  Bedlington  and  Choppington  Station  have  heen  used  as 
refuse  tips.  Where  contractors  have  been  doing  the  work  the  material  has 
been  carted  to  land  and  used  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  latter  method  has 
been  advised  where  it  was  known  that  the  same  would  be  ploughed  in 
forthwith. 

The  numbers  of  notices  served  for  the  purpose  of  ashpit  cleansing 
during  the  year  were  as  follows: — Bedlington,  30 ;  Choppington,  3;  Guide 
Post,  13;  Netherton,  10;  Barrington,  5;  Stakeford,  20;  West  Sleekburn,  7; 
Cambois,  17  ;  Bedlington  Station,  13  ;  making  a  total  of  118.  Contractors 
were  interviewed  on  many  occasions  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  work  has  been  inspected  regularly. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — Cowsheds  on  the  register  number  46,  including 
4  retaining  milk  for  their  own  use.  The  majority  of  these  cowsheds  have 
dairies  connected  therewith.  All  cows  are  habitually  grazed.  It  is  not  known 
for  butter  to  be  made  for  public  sale.  Regular  inspections  have  been  made, 
and  in  19  cases  limewashing  has  been  called  for.  Collectively  speaking,  these 
buildings  and  cows  have  been  kept  in  a  clean  condition. 

In  one  instance  a  cowshed  has  been  done  away  with  through  formal  notice 
by  the  Local  Authority.  This  shed  was  not  on  the  register  and  structural 
improvements  were  called  for.  However,  the  owner  preferred  to  do  away 
with  his  cows. 

Slaughter-Houses. — 16  exist  on  the  register,  with  one  license  for  the 
purpose  of  slaughtering  horses. 

No  seizure  of  unsound  food  has  occurred.  Inspections  have  been  made, 
and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  call  for  the  remedy  of  any  default.  Some  of 
these  have  been  very  little  used  during  the  year. 

A  refuse  destructor  has  been  put  down  at  the  licensed  premises  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  garbage,  through  formal  notice  by  the  Local  Authority. 
This  has  been  a  useful  asset  for  diminishing  considerable  nuisances  through 
the  carting  of  offensive  material  within  the  neighbourhood. 
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instances. 
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Lodging  Houses. — 4  are  on  the  register,  and  in  6  cases  limewashing  has 
been  called  for.  One  of  these  remains  closed.  The  frequenting  of  lodgers  at 
present  is  much  below  the  pre-war  average.  No  structural  improvements 
have  been  carried  out,  and  probably  in  time  these  will  be  closed  and  demol¬ 
ished  owing  to  the  intention  of  the  Local  Authority  to  close  the  surrounding 
property. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention. — During  the  year  620  houses  have 
been  disinfected  by  formaline-spraying  and  sulphur. 

On  45  occasions  schools  have  been  fumigated.  In  6  cases  bedding  has 
been  disinfected. 


All  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  visited,  supplied  with  disinfect¬ 
ants  and  instructions  provided. 

Unfortunately,  the  progress  of  sanitary  improvemements  has  been  much 
delayed,  as  in  many  cases  where  insanitary  conditions  exist  it  is  every  way 
likely  the  Local  Authority  will  call  for  closure  and  demolition  as  soon  as 
dwelling  houses  are  provided  to  meet  the  demand  for  such  an  effect.  However, 
in  all  cases,  work  has  been  done  after  being  considered  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  where  urgently  needed. 


The  number  of  informal  notices  was  235. 
,,  „  formal  ,,  10. 


During  the  year  the  number  of  visits  and  inspections  have  been  much 
above  the  average. 


R.  M.  LAVERICK,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Arrangements  have  now  been  completed  with  Tynemouth  for  a  permanent 
water  supply.  The  River  Blyth  is  no  longer  used  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
district  is  now  supplied  with  a  water  of  high  purity  and  free  from  dangerous 
pollution. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  Local  Authorities  have  now  under  consideration  the  scheme  which 
provides  an  outlet  into  tidal  water,  and  relieves  the  Sleekburn,  New  Letch 
and  Willow  Burn  of  pollution.  This  scheme  will  collect  sewerage  from 
Bomarsund,  Scotland  Gate,  Sunny  side,  Choppington  Colliery,  and  Netherton 
Colliery.  Unfortunately,  through  the  illness  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Surveyor, 
this  may  be  delayed  a  little  longer  than  desirable. 

The  drainage  of  many  of  the  older  houses  is  unsuitable,  not  only  as 
regards  the  disposal  of  household  refuse  but  more  particularly  that  of  surface 
water.  This  is  particularly  evident  in  Choppington  Colliery,  Guide  Post,  and 
Netherton  Colliery,  where  no  provision  is  made  for  such  collection,  and  surface 
water  percolates  into  the  houses  and  produces  dampness  and  a  condition 
unfavourable  to  health.  This  is  a  matter  which  requires  urgent  attention. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  fact  that  the  relative  number  of 
water  closets  is  gradually  increasing,  although  there  is  room  for  great  im¬ 
provement  in  the  closet  accommodation  of  many  of  the  older  houses. 
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Regarding  the  question  of  the  Drainage  and  Closet  accommodation,  little 
can  be  anticipated  until  the  new  houses  are  completed,  when,  undoubtedly, 
the  L.A.  will  press  forward  the  necessary  improvements  in  this  direction. 

SCAVENGING. 

Owing  to  the  Labour  troubles,  the  scavenging  has  probably  not  been  so 
effectively  conducted  as  in  former  years,  and  in  a  district  where  the  privy- 
midden  system  preponderates  and  coal  supply  so  liberal,  such  circumstances 
are  most  likely  to  arise.  Moreover,  the  overcrowding  is  another  factor,  which 
has  necessitated  more  frequent  scavenging.  In  addition,  in  certain  areas  in 
which  the  privy-midden  accommodation  is  limited,  a  large  portion  of  vegetable 
matter  might  be  burnt  by  the  householders  instead  of  being  put  in  middens  to 
ferment.  It  might  also  be  suggested  that  steps  be  taken  to  have  all  carts 
covered  in  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  and  that  in  cases  in  which  wheeling 
out  is  required,  that  such  be  conducted  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  an  extensive  and  accurate  survey  of  the  houses  in  the 
district  was  conducted  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  subsequently  the 
Housing  Committee  met  on  several  occasions,  and  carried  out  a  complete 
inspection  of  the  undesirable  and  insanitary  dwellings.  This  in  conjunction 
with  the  extent  of  overcrowding  enabled  the  Committee  to  decide  that  600 
houses  under  the  Housing  Scheme  would  be  necessary  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  district,  and  with  the  increased  marriage  rate  it  is  conceivable  that  this 
number  will  be  insufficient  in  a  short  while.  The  600  houses  are  approxim¬ 
ately  to  be  distributed  in  the  various  areas  as  follows  Bedlington,  200  ; 
Guide  Post,  150;  Sleekburn,  150  ;  and  Cambois,  100. 

Sites  have  been  secured  for  Bedlington  and  Sleekburn,  and  negotiations 
are  at  present  proceeding  as  regards  the  other  sites.  The  non-parlour  type, 
consisting  of  living  room,  scullery,  3  bedrooms  with  bathroom  and  other 
conveniences,  will  constitute  80  per  cent.,  while  20  per  cent,  will  be  of  the 
parlour  type. 

A  considerable  amount  of  delay  has  been  entailed  in  the  initial  work  of 
the  scheme  and  in  the  selection  of  sites,  and  in  the  latter  particularly  regarding 
the  immunity  from  subsidence  due  to  mining  operations.  As  regards  the 
purchase  of  land,  it  is  pleasing  to  state  that  this  has  in  every  case  been 
mutually  arranged  between  the  landowner  and  the  Local  Authority.  The 
Committee  have  laboured  at  a  great  disadvantage,  primarily  due  to  delay  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  approving  of  estimates  and  confirmation  of  order  for 
compulsory  acquisition  of  sites,  and,  in  addition,  the  sanction  to  obtain  the 
necessary  loans  has  been  withheld  for  months.  But  for  the  lack  of  response 
on  the  part  of  the  Housing  Authorities,  building  operations  would  have  been 
commenced  a  while  ago,  and  probably  at  a  lessened  cost.  The  Housing  Scheme 
from  the  survey  onward  has  necessitated  very  great  efforts  and  frequent 
meetings  on  the  part  of  the  Housing  Committee.  The  fact  that  so  little 
progress  has  been  made  is  not  due  to  any  lack  of  interest  or  energy  on  the  part 
of  the  Committee,  but  the  fault  must  lie  at  the  door  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

In  conclusion,  a  large  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  Mr.  Baker  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  for  the  untiring  energy,  interest  and  capability  displayed  in 
the  carrying  out  of  this  urgent  and  necessitous  scheme.  The  report  briefly 
explains  the  position  of  the  Housing  Scheme  at  the  end  of  April,  1920. 
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PRIVATE  STREET  WORKS. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  materials  practically  nothing  has  been  done  in 
this  work,  although  there  is  urgent  need  for  improvement.  This  applies  par¬ 
ticularly  to  the  colliery  rows  in  the  district,  Whitsun  Gardens,  Whitsun 
Avenue,  and  others  too  numerous  to  mention.  The  L.  A.  have  frequently 
considered  the  matter  and  expressed  the  desire  that  when  the  time  is  opportune 
the  work  should  be  conducted. 

CONCLUSION  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

That,  considering  the  overcrowding  and  sanitary  conditon  of  the  district 
resulting  from  five  years  of  war,  the  Health  Report  can  safely  be  considered 
as  satisfactory,  seeing  that  the  Death  Rate  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  shows 
a  decrease. 

The  following  recommendations  might  be  suggested  : — 

(1)  The  completion  of  the  Housing  Scheme  as  early  as  possible,  and  in 

conjunction  with  the  above,  the  reconstruction  and  necessary 
improvements  to  all  Insanitary  Dwellings. 

(2)  The  completion  as  early  as  possible  of  the  already  mentioned  Sewerage 

Scheme. 

(3)  In  order  to  facilitate  the  former,  the  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  Act 

Amendment  Act,  1907,  in  part  or  in  its  entirety,  and  such  steps  be 
taken  for  a  sufficient  water  supply  and  efficient  sewerage  disposal  to 
meet  these  requirements  in  the  necessary  areas. 

(4)  The  adoption  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890,  which 

gives  additional  power  in  dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases. 

(5)  Hospital  Extension,  whereby  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  or  other 

infectious  disease  can  be  treated,  in  addition  to  the  present  system, 
which  only  permits  of  Enteric  Fever  being  admitted. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  courtesy  and  assistance  in  carrying  out  the  duties  of  Medical 
Officer. 


I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUDSON,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  etc., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May  10th ,  r<?20. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1919. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  ”  whether 

OCCURRING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 

Total. 

Under 

1 

year. 

1  and 
under 

2  years 

2  and 
under 

5  years 

5  and 
under 
15  years 

15  and 
under 
25  years 

25  and 
under 
45  years 

45  and 
under 
65  years 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards  . 

| 

(  Certified  (c) 

352 

67 

17 

28 

26 

26 

40 

67 

79 

All  Causes  < 

1  Uncertified 

11 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1  Enteric  Fever  ... 

2  Smallpox 

3  Measles 

8 

4 

4 

4  Scarlet  Fever 

5  Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

1 

6  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

12 

1 

5 

3 

3 

7  Influenza 

39 

2 

2 

4 

2 

6 

13 

7 

3 

8  Erysipelas 

9  Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

27 

1 

1 

9 

8 

r-r 

i 

1 

10  Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

6 

3 

3 

11  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

15 

1 

11 

3 

13  Rheumatic  Fever 

14  Meningitis 

3 

2 

1 

15  Organic  Heart  Disease 

30 

1 

3 

13 

13 

16  Bronchitis 

5 

4 

1 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

33 

12 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

5 

3 

18  Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 

organs 

12 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 9  Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis. 

/ 

5 

1 

1 

20  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

2 

2 

21  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

2 

21a  Alcoholism 

— 

22  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

9 

1 

4 

4 

23  Puerperal  Fever 

2 

2 

24  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

2 

1 

1 

25  Congenital  Debility  and  Malform- 

ation,  including  Prematurity  of 

Birth 

34 

34 

26  Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

13 

3 

2 

2 

4 

2 

27  Suicide 

3 

1 

1 

1 

28  Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

84 

7 

1 

2 

7 

7 

3 

14 

49 

29  Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

1 

Totals 

363 

70 

18 

29 

26 

26 

40 

72 

82 

. 
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The  Causes  of  Death  at  various  periods  oe  life  under  1  year. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

1  month. 

1-3  months. 

3-6  months. 

6-9  months. 

9-12  months. 

Total 

under 

1 

year. 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

1 

Influenza 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

11 

Bronchitis 

1 

3 

4 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Asphyxia 

Syphilis 

Infective  Enteritis 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

2 

3 

• 

3 

Rickets 

1 

1 

Marasmus 

2 

2 

Purpura 

1 

1 

Debility  from  Birth 

6 

1 

2 

1 

10 

1 

11 

Prematurity 

12 

1 

2 

1 

16 

1 

17 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Causes  ... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

21 

5 

5 

3 

34 

4 

15 

10 

7 

70 

